Malignant ectomesenchymoma in childhood.
Five childhood malignant ectomesenchymomas are reported from three centers in three countries. The children were all younger than 3 years (four less than 12 months), four were boys, and four tumors were sited in the pelvis or external genitalia. All tumors had distinctive light microscopic features of rhabdomyosarcoma and three also demonstrated small numbers of included neuronal cells. Immunohistochemical studies and transmission electron microscopy revealed the additional presence of neurogenic components in the remaining two patients. An additional epithelial component was found by immunohistochemistry in one tumor, which suggests a pluripotential origin that still requires karyotypic investigation. Aggressive chemotherapy and adequate surgical excision have thus far been effective in providing disease-free follow-up for periods of 7 to 50 months. It is implied that because the biological behavior and morphology closely resemble those of rhabdomyosarcoma and because the neurogenic component is often inconspicuous, many malignant ectomesenchymomas may be misdiagnosed as rhabdomyosarcomas.